THE SIXTH OF  FEBRUARY
the left to administrations with a bias towards the Right. Doumergue's
immediate successor was Laval.
The political interest of the period after 6 February does not lie in
the composition or programme of governments but in what was going
on In opposition. On 9 February, the Communists staged a turbulent
demonstration of their own; on 12 February, there was a general strike.
In face of the danger, real or imaginary, of a fascist regime in France,
and with Soviet policy taking a new line, the foundations of the
Popular Front were gradually and painfully laid.
But what actually happened does not necessarily show what was
intended. What are the alternatives to the idea that the Sixth of
February was an abortive coup /etat? One line of argument is that there
was a plan for a coup d'&at, but that it was to come not from the
"Leagues'* but from within the system, from the younger Radicals,
Frot himself, Mistier and Pierre Cot. Daladier could be presented
willy-nilly as the saviour of the Republic.43
Even if this account was true this does not prove that Frot and his
colleagues provoked the disorders in order to provide an excuse for a
subsequent period of strong government. This accusation is based
mainly on the rumours that we have already touched upon about
efforts on the part of Frot to make contact with the Croix de Feu and
also with the royalists.44 It was alleged that Colonel de Lattre de
Tassigny was a go-between here; though Frot asserted that only
military matters were discussed in their meetings.45
The supposition put forward by M. Debu-Bridel that the failure of
both the Croix de Feu and the Action Franc.aise to attempt to force
the barricade may have had something to do with Frot's intrigues
seems to remain pure supposition.46 Nevertheless he suggests that Frot
had a plan for an alternative government and that his names included a
whole list of later collaborators: "The whole of what later made up
** Jean Galtier-Boissiere, "Histoire de la Troisieme Republique" in Crapouillot
(December 1935), see pp. 240-6. A plot for the dictatorship of the Left is the main
tbetae of P. Henriot's already referred to.
** Ewieace of Henri de Kerillis; Commission d'Enepttte, Doc. 3383, voL I,
pp. 303-19
45 Evidence of Frot, ibid., voL II, pp. 2087-14.6
** Dcfon-Bride! points oot that only the Solidarity Franchise and the Jeunesses
Pa&icftes made serious attempts to reach the Chamber, and alleges that in the
rioting ot* Ac Place de la Concorde a number of Communists, including
fomgrien, tool: part. He quotes Admiral Darlan's view that it was tite Com-
munists who had set fire to the Ministry of Marine,